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P R E T T Y  M U C H  E V E R Y T H I N G
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i t  a l l  s tar ted  with  to i let  paper. . .
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about aaron draplin
Born Oct .  15th ,  1973  in  Detroi t ,  Michigan

Pursued snowboarding  for  f ive  years  between f inishing  his 
design degree  at  Nor thwestern  Michigan Col lege  and later  at 
the  Minneapol is  Col lege  of  Ar t  and Design

Worked for  spor ts  magazines  as  a  graphic  designer  for  nearly 
ten  years 

Founded his  own company,  Drapl in  Design Co .  in  2004

Por tfol io  includes  Nike ,  New York  Times,  Obama Administrat ion 
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Why graphic design Why graphic design 
and not fine art?and not fine art?

Right out of high school, fine art was something that 
scared me because I didn’t want it to be too fluffy and 
then be angry that it didn’t take off. There was 
something about graphic design that just made sense. 

People are always gonna need to read magazines. 
People are always gonna need to use toilet paper, and 
there’s a graphic that goes around the toilet paper, and 
you need to communicate on those items. So there was 
something practical about graphic design that was 
really attractive to me.Q:Q:
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A T  A  G L A N C EL O G O  D E S I G N



How important is seeking How important is seeking 
a job you love?a job you love?

If your job is just your job, what a bummer of a life. 
And let’s just say, for some people if that’s what they’re 
comfortable with, then allow them to be comfortable 
with it. I don’t need to go judging against any of that 
shit. 

I just selfishly was like, ‘Damn, I wanna make a life I 
love and enjoy, and I wanna see if I can do it, and not 
have to feel like I hate showing up to my job,’ which 
was definitely the way it was for a lot of years.Q:Q:
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aaron at a glance...
“star ribbon”: usps postage stamp

I ’ve  had to  keep my big  t rap  shut  for  over  a  year  on  this  one .  And I  when I 
got  the  cal l  to  throw some designs  into  the  r ing ,  I  have  to  te l l  you,  even that 
nod was  enough [ . . . ]  to  be  that  c lose  to  one  of  my FAVORITE inst i tut ions  of  a l l 
t ime:  The  American postage  stamp.

You know why I  love  stamps so  much?  Because  ever yone needs  a  stamp. 
Ever yone gets  to  enjoy  the  ar t  on  them.  Too  many t imes ,  ar t  and design is 
only  for  those  who can af ford  i t .  Stamps?  They are  a  democrat izat ion  of 
design.  And that?  That ’s  my favori te  kind of  graphic  design.

C A R E E R  H I G H L I G H T
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Q:Q:What advice do you have What advice do you have 
for future designers?for future designers?

There’s no battle plan, but just be prepared and be 
thankful for every job that you get... Sometimes I see 
that my buddies aren’t doing any work, and that reso-
nates. 

I makes me think, “Oh man, how could I ever say no to 
another logo gig?” It makes me appreciate every single 
job.
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aaron at a glance...
“field notes”: memo books

I  draw and wri te  ever ything  down,  so  I ’d  get  [v intage  memo books]  f rom old 
seed  and feeds  [ . . . ]  so  I  made my own,  a  buck a  book,  two-thousand bucks , 
two-thousand books.  [J im]  Coudal  gets  f i red  up  and says ,  ‘We have  a  business 
here  Drapl in .’ 

And I  don’ t  think that  way,  you know,  to  me I ’m just  exci ted  to  break a  l i t t le 
even and have  some fun,  and. . .  wel l ,  I  sold  15 ,000  three-packs  [ in  2009] .  Al l 
k inds  of  people  use  them -  comic  book guys  use  them,  architects  use  them, 
housewives  use  them.

C A R E E R  H I G H L I G H T

1918



works cited

21



Interview Questions & Answers

Benton, Dave. “Aaron Draplin: There is No Battle Plan.” Adobe 99U, A Career 

Resource, 12 Mar 2015, https://99u.adobe.com/articles/40387/aaron-draplin-there-is-no-

battle-plan. Accessed 29 April 2019.

Williams, Matt. “Designer Aaron Draplin is a 13-Trick Pony.” Format, Create an Online Porfolio 

Site, 16 Aug. 2016, https://www.format.com/magazine/features/design/aaron-draplin-de-

sign-logo-field-notes. Accessed 29 April 2019.

Star Ribbon Image & Quote

Draplin, Aaron. Instagram, https://www.instagram.com/draplin/p/BtXOpArgQmy/?hl=en. 1 Feb. 

2019. 

Field Notes Quote

“The Field Notes Story: Aaron Draplin Explains.” YouTube, uploaded by Boardistan, 31 Jan 2010, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7SHx4ayYyU

available now
EVERYWHERE BOOKS ARE SOLD
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